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() It's often said that (when it comes to / not / the Japanese are / great / acquiring / foreign language skills). That

is certainly not true for Kazu, a YouTuber with an enormous aptitude for learning languages. Kazu is a polyglot who can
communicate with fluency in 14 languages, including English. He has gained fans around the world as the creator-operator of
the educational YouTube channel Kazu Languages, which has racked up over 1.3 million subscribers.

“My first contact with the outside world happened when I was 5 years old,” says Kazu. “) My parents took me to the

Aichi Expo and I was thrilled to see the many different flags on display. I was just a kid, but I remember becoming intensely

interested in countries and people overseas.”

Surprisingly, Kazu wasn't really into languages when he was in school. And his first love was Spanish, not English. ‘I got to
like foreign languages when I started communicating with native speakers. I grew to love Spanish when I started listening to
Spanish music.” Kazu says that Spanish pronunciation is much closer to Japanese, and that for him, it is English that is a tough
nut to crack. ‘T measure the difficulty of a language by how far it is from my native Japanese. In that sense, English is far away,
unlike Korean and Chinese. Besides, English phonetics has a completely different rhythm.” He says that listening to Michael
Jackson songs helped a lot. “T was especially enamored with Man in the Mirror. The lyrics really spoke to me.”

There's a formula running through Kazu's language studies, and it's this: “Study a foreign language via another foreign
language. Don’t let Japanese be the intermediary. Otherwise, you will be translating words and sentences in your head before
comprehending them as they are.” He says it's important to train yourself to imagine the gist of a foreign phrase rather than
translating it word by word. “For example, when you look at the word ‘apple,’ picture an apple in your mind instead of

translating it into Japanese.”
51 Kaori Shoji. “Looking at the linguist at work” (The Japan Times Alpha: July 4, 2025).
1) aptitude : ¥ polyglot : £ Sikai#  rack : EKT A subscriber : &$%k#  intensely : FEH 125 <
nut : ¥EE crack : R % phonetics : & D4FM: enamore : £HICk 5 lyrics © K intermediary : 41

comprehend : B4 % gist @ KE DL EKR

1 P (A) Y THMEEEBEAORRIICEH L TIE, HRANZHEVEFTLEVWE XL EDbNb, | ONFEIZZL EH12. ()
WOk (F)) ZIEPR Lo

2 Kazud"B%ICho-8H%E, HAECTHRIZEZ Lo
3 FHES (B) ZAIRE X
4 KazudWEREFBHOBICED X ) B2 LA EH L TWD A, [applel &\ 9 HEEE H T HAGECTEMARMICHHAE X
5 HAREDVEFERFBIZBOVTRUIZLTVSZ EIZDWT, 0ERIBZOREETER Lo
6 ROHBEZIHRINTGERICEXEZ X, 72720, ~er (or) BEBL UV ~ ing BIZkK <,
(7) communicate (%) (1) educational (BFITE) (%) outside (JXHEiE
(=) difficulty EZ&ZE) (#+) imagine (%)

(EEICD3K)



I XHozEf (1) ~ (5 ) ZH)DICKRLBEYLFEL (T7) ~ (F) LDFEY, ZO/FTErEL L 72720, 1 D0
F1EORE) bDET 5,

Dolphins live in the world's oceans. There are ( 1 ) than 30 species of these beautiful animals. Some live in small groups

with just a few members. Others live in large groups of 10,000 dolphins or more. Dolphins are interesting animals. They use loud

squeaking noises to communicate ( 2 )each other. Plus, they swim very fast - up ( 3 )40 kilometers per hour. Dolphins ( 4 )

enjoy being with people. They often swim alongside boats. There are even stories of dolphins saving swimmers ( 5 ) trouble.

51  Andrew E. Bennett. Reading Links 2 (NAN'UN-DO, 2025).

7#) squeak : F—F - F alongside : ~DZIXIZ, ~L AT

(7) of (£) also (7) to (=) in (4+) with (#7) more

M RO2LAIFEFRCERICE S L9 I2, FZEMEH ) E 2 1T ER Lo
1 Tom is as tall as Jack.
Tom and Jack ( ) the ( ) height.
2 This song surprised many people.
Many people ( ) ) by this song.
3 Lisa can play the piano well.
Lisais ( ) ( ) playing the piano.
4 They started the meeting at 10 am.
They ( ) the meeting at 10 a.m.
5 He got up early to catch the first train.
He got up early ( ) ( ) he could catch the first train.

N ROMEEXT, 2 (1) ~ (6 ) 2#i)DIKbEULREZ (7) ~ (F) LVEY, 2oF5252 L, 72720L. 12
OFRFIF1EOAEI DDET S,

FZEEDTEICE D, AXDIEIISHEZA - TVIEEEHT,

51 Jack C. Richards. interchange Fifth Edition 3 (Cambridge University Press, 2017).

(7) from (£) in (v7) about () for () are (#) to (%) how
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AABC IZBWT, AB =AC =43, A = 30° D& %, tanC DEZRD K.

M2, =5) ZHDe L, A a2 +9? = 72 EHEBIURNET 2 2 00MOARERZ 20 2hked XK.

B y = 2° 4+ ax® + bx + ¢ IZOWT, RDOEMIZEZ K.

() BSA z =1 &z =2 CHifER L 3L %, a b DEERD X.
(2) X212, BSOS S 7HER y = 60— 2 CHET 2L % c OEERD .

6EDET0,1,2,3,4,5DIHbDELZ 3EZEMNTIHOBEEES & &, RO XS EBERIME

e % 2.

(1) =
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1. ROXFEEGA, HBO (1) ~ (5) OFMIIEZ L.

ik, (7)) ® (M) OEERHICBVTIRTOEBPFTRATD 5. ZOHPMRISIERER HMEBIITHE T 2 0Ds, SRR
AR BUG LT, (V) foKBBICR S, 720 o4 4+ v 2 ELKEBBISKEBILT ) 7 ZKBEBRRPPEDOT Y E=T K
EMABE, (2) BORBAELSE, o CORBIGHROT Y E=T7KEMZ S EHEF T (F) BOKEBRICR D, $72. o4
T Y EELKEBRICHILKEEZE LS L, () ORBEEEL 5,

(1) 22 (7) ~ (F) ICABID WY 42EE % i,

(2) THEODRIEZ L7 SR Tt

(3) THRER@ & PO S T L7z Dby 2 h T hid e,
(4) THEAD L2t OS A TRt

(5) THHEBODORIEE A A ¥ B Tt

2. ROXEEGEH %D (1) ~ (3) OFMBIEZ L

BIFEKBRICERZR L, HREREZRT & BRI CRILETISSE LS, TORIEE (7) w9, Eiho I H
THEME () Lvwv, (V) 23RbhbZET () FUBHAEL S, MICEMBICERT 2EME (F) Lwvwv, () 22
52 LT () FISHHEL B

(1) Z2M (7) ~ (B) ICABHED WY 2% 20,
(2) FEMe LCREREL, EREKEBHRE LTI LM (1) [CuCl] Z2MH L-Bo, IEMNE X OO BH CTE L5 KB
kThZhite,
@© 1A o AR
@ s o Em
(3) XFEFD (7) OIHBE LT, DITOBIEEZME VI 20 TNENOXFE R,
O A HEENLEED OMEO R VSR Z I 35
@ MEOFVIKELT M) Y A% 3720 ICBRO M 2 455k R BT 2 )51
@ A4 F AMUEEIO K E WEE O R AL Z R L. Zh o SEOHREZR L 5k

3. ROXEZGH BD (1) ~ (3) OEMIZER Lo

FERRIE, FAHORMRAZ b OMBEDWATH S MEOEHNH OIILMEB LT WD, (7) L Xidhbd, TENICHERZ
TEDIZIE, MBEAAAE T, TF L 2 28RMRILLT (1) L. SHICEXMRILL CTHERE 5. BERE XY ) —VOREWE AV ED
IR MBS B & () ERDPERT B, (V) LERMEEROMBICHLHIVE VIR (Z) Thb,

(1) Z2W (7) ~ () A2 b@EY) % & it

(2) &% () ZfENTRE,
(3) et (o) ZAEE TRl
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